	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-243
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Bishop
Date of Introduction: April 9, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCD
Date of Analysis: April 11, 2013
Type of Action: Appropriation; authorization of funding assistance agreement; invocation of procurement code exception; CIP amendment
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $2,040,000 from the Loblolly Wetlands Mitigation Fund to the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens to pay a portion of the construction cost of the zoo’s new Land of the Tiger exhibit.  It authorizes the execution of a Funding Assistance Agreement between the City and the zoo for the project and invokes the exception in the City’s Procurement Code which allows the City Council to fund a contract without a competitive solicitation process by directing the award of the contract to a particular party in the ordinance that appropriates the funding for the project.  The bill amends the 2012-17 Capital Improvement Program to add and authorize funding for the zoo project, and finds that it would be detrimental to the public interest to delay the CIP amendment to the next budget cycle.
Background Information: The City owns the Jacksonville Zoo property and has contracted for the last 40 years with the Jacksonville Zoological Society, Inc. to operate the facility on the City’s behalf. The Jacksonville Zoo is in the process of beginning construction on a new $9.5 million expansion of its Asia Precinct on the Trout River waterfront which will feature Sumatran tigers, hornbills, Asian small-clawed otters and other Asian species to help celebrate the zoo’s upcoming 100th anniversary.  This bill proposes to fund $2,040,000 of the construction cost via an appropriation from the Loblolly Wetlands Mitigation Fund.  That fund was created in 2003 in conjunction with the purchase of 4,878 acres of land on the Westside and the formation of the Loblolly wetlands mitigation bank to provide wetlands credits to mitigate for the effects of Better Jacksonville Plan projects on regulated wetlands.  The enacting legislation provided that credits would be applied first to BJP projects, then “excess credits” could be sold to other users and the revenues deposited into the mitigation fund for future capital improvements for conservation and park uses, or as otherwise appropriated by City Council. 
The City’s Procurement Code provides that certain procurements can be done without a competitive solicitation or bidding process if the ordinance appropriating the project funds specifically directs the funding to a named entity.  That exception is being invoked to directly authorize the Jacksonville Zoological Society to undertake the construction project without a competitive procurement process through City Procurement.
Policy Impact Area: Zoo improvements; tourism promotion
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $2,040,000 from the Loblolly Wetlands Mitigation Fund to the Jacksonville Zoo and Garden
Analyst: Clements
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